Solicitors Regulation Authority

Population of solicitors in England and
Wales

We regulate solicitors and law firms, as well as other lawyers and non-
lawyer managers in those law firms across England and Wales. We also
regulate those working as registered European or foreign lawyers.

Our purpose is to protect the public by making sure that solicitors meet
high standards, and by acting when risks are identified.

The graph chart below shows the trend in the number of practising
solicitors (those holding practising certificates). There are currently
173,017 practising solicitors.

Each year, practising solicitors must renew their practising certificate
and we revoke those which are not renewed. This means there will be a
fall in the numbers of practising solicitors at certain points in the table.

We also carry out a keeping of the roll exercise. This was reintroduced in
2023, the result of which can be seen in July, and will now be come an
annual exercise.

Snapshot of solicitors

As well as practising solicitors we also regulate registered European
lawyers, registered foreign lawyers, and exempt European lawyers. The
current numbers of these three groups can be seen in the table below.

The total number of solicitors on the roll at the end of June 2025 was
211,971.

All . . Exempt
Date solicitors Practising F:Eeugrft:;end R(:gLsetiel;‘ed European
range on the solicitors I P I 9 lawyers
roll awyers awyers [#02]
July 2025 208159 173017 10 7357 124
June 2025 211971 172429 10 7265 124
May 2025 211311 171761 10 7145 124
April 2025 210815 171112 10 6939 125
March
2025 210268 170288 10 6825 125
February
2025 209200 168974 10 6695 125
January 548525 168046 11 6554 125
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2012

January
2012 163229 126008 327 1765 1997

December
2011

November
2011

October
2011

September
2011

August
2011

Notes

163259 125718 317 1742 1996
163108 125473 304 1728 1997
162818 125011 305 1722 1994
161815 124306 300 1707 1989

159798 122343 294 1680 1966

1. Following the UK's exit from the EU only Swiss registered European
lawyers (REL) can continue as an REL up to 1 January 2024. All
other RELs are now registered foreign lawyers.

2. Following the UK's exit from the EU most exempt European lawyers
(EELs) are no longer treated as legally qualified in England and
Wales. All non-UK EELs are now registered foreign lawyers. Since
January 2021 this column only shows those who are UK EELs.



